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Greeting From Fort Dodge. 


The trustees of the Fort Dodge 
Public Library and the citizens of Fort 
Dodge extend an earnest invitation to 
the librarians of Iowa libraries and to 
the trustees of the same, to attend the 
meeting of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation to be held at Fort Dodge 
October 25th-27th. Entertainment 
will be cordially and generously 
furnished by the citizens of Fort 
Dodge to all who will accept the same. 

W. H. JOHNSTON, 


President, Board of Trustees, 
Fort Dodge Public Library. 


ASSOCIATION 


SIXTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
Fort Dodge, lowa, October 25-27, 1905. 


OFFICERS: 
President—Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Vice-President—Hon. C. J. A. Ericson, Boone. 
Secretary—Miss Mary E. Downey, Ottumwa. 
Treasurer—Mr. M. Hale Douglass, Grinnell. 


HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Capt. Witter H. Johnston, Fort Dodge. 


PROGRAM. 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
OCTOBER 25, 

2:00 o’clock. 


Address of Welcome: 
Capt. Witter H Johnston, President Board 
of Trustees, Free Public Library. 
Response: 
Senator C. J. A. Ericson, Vice-President 
Iowa Library Association. 
Address of the President: 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner. 
Fraternal Greetings from President I. F. 
W.C. Mrs. J. J. Seerley. 
Reports of Officers and Committees. 
Report of Secretary Iowa Library Com- 
mission. 
Conference: 


Questions affecting the larger libraries. 
Conducted by Miss Downey, librarian 
Ottumwa Public Library. 





Subjects for Discussion: 

Work with Children in the Library. 

Purchase of Books: (@) proportionate 
allowance for different departments; 
(6) how to effect compromise between 
current reading and building up of 
collection. 

Lecture and Exhibits. 

Publishing Annual Report. 

Reference Bibliographies. 

Picture Collections. 

Care of Pamphlets and Clippings. 

Local Historical Collections. 

Methods of Increasing Circulation. 

Library Advertising. 

Apprentice Classes. 

Public Documents. 

Branches and Deposit Stations. 

Printed Catalogues and Lists. 

Labor Savers. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
Informal Reception and Banquet at Elks’ 
Lodge Rooms. 

Given by the Trustees of the Ft. Dodge 
Free Public Library to the Iowa Library As- 
sociation. 

Reception 7:30 to 8:30 o’clock. 
THURSDAY MORNING» 
OCTOBER 26, 

9:00 o'clock. 

General Theme: 


The Library Trustee; his responsibili- 
ties and his problems. 


Address: 
Rev. E. M. Vittum, President Board of 
Trustees, Grinnell Free Library. 


_ Trustees’ Round Table: 

Conducted by Mrs. H. J. Howe, Chair- 

man Library Committee, I. F.W.C. 
Subjects for Discussion: 

Frequency of Trustees’ Meetings, quo- 
rums, etc. 

Standing Committees; how many and 
what? 

How Shall the Library Income be Di- 
vided? Administration versus Books. 

Librarian’s Qualifications and Salary. 

Expense of Maintaining Buildings. 

Book Problems from the Trustees’ 
Standpoint. 

Is the Two Mill Tax Levy allowed by 
law sufficient for all expenses? 

How May the Trustees Best Keep in 
Touch with the Conduct of the Li- 
brary? 

These who will lead in this discussion are: 
Mrs W. K. Ferguson, Algona; Mrs.-A. W. 
McPherson, Perry; Mr. W. P Payne, Ne- 
vada; Mrs. Ella M. Burke, Carroll; Mr. 
Eugene Schaffter, Eagle Grove; Judge W.N. 
Treichler, Tipton; Mr. J. L. Farrington, 
Towa Falls. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 
2:00 o’clock. 


General Theme: 


The Public Library and Allied 4 
cies: 


Why the School Needs the Library, 
Hon. John F. Riggs, State Supe: 
tendent of Public Instruction. 


Inter-relation of Club and Library. 
Mrs. T. J. Fletcher, Ex-President |, 
F. W. C.; Mrs. D. W. Norris, Trap 
tee, Grinnell Free Library. 


Local Historical Societies.—Miss Hap 
riet A.Wood, Librarian Cedar rw? 
Free Public Library. 


University Exteusion—Miss! Stella v. 
Seybold, Librarian Davenport Fre 
Public Library. 


Art Galleries and Museums.—Mr. Mal. 
colm G. Wyer, Librarian State Uni. 
versity; Miss Bessie Sargeant Smith, 


Library, 


Librarian Carnegie - Stout 
Dubuque. 


Librarians’ Round Table: 


Conducted by Miss Tyler, Secretary I, 
L. C. Subjects for discussion willbe 
found in program for Friday. 


THURSDAY EVENING. 
8:00 o’clock. 


General Theme: 
The Place of the Book in Modera Life, 


Address: 


Books of Pleasure and Recreation, 
Judge Horace E. Deemer, Iowa Sw 
preme Court. 


Address: 


Books of Knowledge and Information, 
President George E. MacLeaa, Stale 
University of Iowa. 





FRIDAY MORNING, 


.OGTOBER 27, 
9:00 o’clock. 
Business session. 
Librarians’ Round Table: 
Conducted by Miss Tyler. 


Subject for Discussion (Thursday afternoon 
and Friday morning): 


Rebinding of Books; 
to binder, etc. 


Sunday Opening; reading room, cir- 
lation of books, etc. 


Work in and With the Schools. 
The Use of Periodicals. 


cost, instruction 


a. Bound periodicals for reference 


work; selected list for binding. 
6. Temporary binders for current 
periodicals. 
¢. Methods of subscribing and record 
of receipt of current periodicals. 
Reserving Circulating Books for Ref- 
erence use, and postal reservation 
of popular books. - 
Attractive, Well-illustrated 
of Standard Authors versus Cheaper 
ones. 
Method of Borrowers’ Re-registration. 
Mow Children may be Interested in the 
Classed Books. 
Duplicate Pay Collections of Popular 
Books. 
10. Business-like Treatment of Fines and 
other Petty Cash. 
ll. Relation of Librarian and Assistants 
to the Trustees and to the Public. 
12. The Expense Budget: estimating 
Fixed Expenses for a year in ad- 
vance. 





I. L. A. NOTES. 


A reunion of students of the lowa Summer 
Library Schoo! will be held at the close of the 
session Thursday afternoon. 


* * 
A meeting of college librarians will be held 
simultaneously with Thursday morning’s 
session, im charge of Mr. M. H. Douglas. 


editions 


The hotels of Fort Dodge offer the follow- 
ing rates: For one person in a room, $2.00 
perday. Fortwo persons in double room,$2.00 
each. The Crawford hotel will be headquar- 
ters, but rooms may also be obtained at the 
Duncombe House at the same rates. Those 
desiring rooms should address the hotels di- 
rect. 


* * # 


All who desire entertainment should notify 
the librarian, Mrs. J. M. Carpenter, at once. 
* *« %& 

An exhibit of photographs of great master- 
pieces will be given in the Fort Dodge library 
by the Art Committee of theI. F. W. C., Mrs. 
Harry Tredway, chairman, during the meet- 
ing. This choice exhibit is to be loaned to 
cities in the state where the local woman’s 
club and the public library unite in making 
the exhibit free in the library building. 


ae 


Be sure to obtain a receipt from the rail- 
road agent when purchasing your ticket. If 
more than one hundred receipts for fare are 
turned in a reduced return rate will be 
secured. 





Reader’s Guide, 1900-1904.—This val- 
uable five-year cumulation of the 
Monthly Readers’ Guide, published by 
the H. W. Wilson Co., Minneapolis, is 
now being delivered, and those libra- 
ries that were wise enough to take ad- 
vantage of the reduced advance sub- 
scription rates are rejoicing in the 
possession of a most useful reference 
aid at a price much below its value. 
It indexes sixty-seven magazines. 


Supplement to Poole’s Abridged —The 
first supplement to the abridged Poole’s 
Index, covering the years 1901-1904, 
is now out. It indexes thirty-seven 
magazines, comprises 260 pages and 
sells for $5.00 in cloth binding. It is 
not so exhaustive in method of index- 
ing as the Readers’ Guide. 





How to Make a Picture Bulletin. 
Subject: 

(a) Special days. 

(b) Current topics. 

(c) Seasonable topics. 

(d) Subjects of special interest to 
children, e. g. Sports and natural his- 
tory. 

(e) Local entertainments. 

(f) Calendar. 

(gz) Scenes from standard books 
which are neglected. 

(h) Topics in which the public 
should be interested. 

Reading List. : 

This is the most important part of 
the bulletin, and the picture, board 
and design are merely to illustrate this. 
The reading list should be neither too 
ong nor too short; if too long it may 
discourage the reader, and if too short 
it may not properly represent the sub- 
ject. The list should be a select one. 
It should include only useful material 
in the local or neighboring libraries, 
always indicating the particular li- 
brary where found. Never include 
out of the way material or unimpor- 
tant references not in the library, else 
the reader will lose confidence in the 
list. 

AIDS. 


The library catalog. 


Periodical indexes, e. g. Poole, 


Cumulative, etc. 

Bibliographies of special subjects. 

Bulletins and finding lists from 
other libraries. 

FORM. 

Entries should first be made on 
separate slips to simplify final arrange- 
ment. 

Book references should give call 
number, author, title and date. 


Periodical references should vi 


author, title, periodical, date, volur 
and page. 


Picture. 


The pictures must illustrate the sulk 


ject of the bulletin and be appropri 
and harmonious. 
or undignified pictures. 
hand do not buy expensive pict 


else the purpose of the bniletin will hg 
It is a good plan forg 
library to save all miscellaneous pie 
tures andillustrations such as maga 
zine and book covers and publishe 


defeated. 


announcements, especially those 
the holiday season. 


material nor sacrifice valuable mate 


of any sortfor a picture bulletin. [ft , 
not always necessary to have a pictum 


for the bulletin, if an especially appro 
priate design be chosen. A disting 
border, i. e., a line outlining the whol 
board, is an addition in itself and 
decorative. 


Board. 


Have a color scheme and selecta 
board which will harmonize with the 
picture already selected. 

Felt: Not satisfactory as the ink 
sinks in and spreads. 

Poster: Too light, so that cornes 
break. 


Bainbridge: Best for all bulletin 
work. Smooth, of good weight ani 
takes ink well. 

Mottled boards: These are usually 
the Bainbridge boards. Very pleasing 
effect. ; 

Pebbled: Looks well when ft 
ished, but is hard to work on. 

Wood veneer: Entirely too expel 
sive for the ordinary public library, 





Never use gaudy 
On the othe 


The librariay 
must never mutilate good reading 
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but very effective, as it shows the 
grain of the wood. 


Ink or Paint. 

To make the list readable it should 
be put on in a color which contrasts 
strongly with the board. 

Gold: Very popular. Can be used 
effectively on many colors, such as 
brown, green and red. Not always 
satisfactory, but as a rule artistic. 
Judgment must be exercised in its use 
to make the contrast strong, e. g., use 
with dark brown and green but not 
with light brown or gray. 

White: Very popular and as a rule 
satisfactory, but not always so artistic 
as the gold. May be used to good 

_@ifect on blue, gray, tan and many 
other colors. 

Black: Used with good effect on 

_yery light boards. 

Green and other colors. 


frequently. 
Brushes. 


Used less 


Fine camel’s hair brushes, costing 


about ten the most 


satisfactory. 
Process. 

(a) First make a rough plan of the 
bulletin on scrap paper, always keep- 
ing in mind that the reading list is the 
most important part of the bulletin and 
that plenty of room must be left for 
it. 

(b) Make border on board, if one is 
to be used , 

(c) Decide on scale of letters to be 
used for heading and make them on 
stiff manila paper. Cut them out and 
place on board in desired position, 
using a T square to get the lines true. 
Never draw lines with pencil where 
they will show when bulletin is finished. 
Thentrace around the manila letters 


cents, are 


53 


with a sharp hard pencil. If erasure 
is necessary use an H eraser. 

(d) Fill in, or outline the letters of 
the heading in the ink or the paint 
which has been chosen. 

(e) Make ornamental pattern if one 
is to be used. If a conventional design 
it may be drawn on manila paper, cut 
out and applied asin case of letters. 
Only one-half of the design need be 
drawn. 

(f) Print the reading list in space 
reserved for it, using the following 
indentations: 

First line 2 inches from border. 

Second line 4 inches from border. 

Third lire 3 inches from border. 

(g) Mount pictures in spaces re- 


served for them. 

Nore. —The reading list may be written on paper, 
either in tyewriting or library hand, and made a part 
of the grouping with the pictures, if it is found diffi- 
cult to letter. on the board. (£ditor.} 


General Suggestions. 

Make the references exact. 

Make the bulletin simple. 

Make the bulletin suggestive. 

Make the bulletin attractive. 

N. B.—Never spend so much time 
on a picture bulletin as to make it ex- 
pensive. Remember that time and 
money are equally important. 

University of tllinois, 

State Library School, 1905. 





Iowa Summer Library School. 


The fifth annual session of the lowa 
Summer School for Library Training, 
under the auspices of the Iowa Library 
Commission, was held at Iowa City 
June 19th to July 29th as a part of the 
Summer Session of the State Univer- 
sity. 

The instruction in literary criticism 
given by Professor Ansley of the Uni- 
versity was a new feature of the schoo] 





this year and a similar course will be 
given in connection with future ses- 
sions, the value of the course in aid- 
ing librarians in their estimate of 
books being greatly appreciated. 

Instruction in classification and 
book numbers was given by Miss 
Miriam E. Carey, librarian of the 
Burlington (Iowa) public library and 
Miss Delia C. Sanford of the Univer- 
sity Library gave the instruction in 
cataloging, accessioning, etc. Refer- 
ence work was given by Mr. Malcolm 
G. Wyer, librarian of the University, 
who also gave two lectures on trade 
bibliograpy. 

The special course in children’s 
work, during the last two weeks of the 
session by Miss Caroline F. Gleason, 
children’s librarian of the Utica (New 
York) Public library and was practi- 
cal and helpful as well as inspiring 
and suggestive. Various classes of 
books for young people were discussed, 
the decoration and the furnishing of a 
children’s room or corner, picture 
bulletins, etc. 

There were eighteen students in 
attendance; of these two were from 
Illinois, one from Nebraska, one from 
Missouri, all others being from Iowa 
libraries, one being a library trustee. 
The occupancy ofa fraternity house 
as a home for the instructors and 
students has proven to be a satisfac- 
tory arrangement, the Sigma Chi house 
affording commodious quarters this 
year. 

The visiting lecturers added much 
to the value and interest of the course. 
Miss Electra C. Doren, Vice Dean of 
the Carnegie Library School of West- 
ern Reserve University, Cleveland, 
Ohio, visited the school en route 
to the Portland A. L. A. Conference 


and gave two lectures to the class, her 
subjects being ‘‘ Libraries and Schools’, 
and ‘‘Bad Books;’’these lectures made 
a deep impression on the students be. 
cause of the earnestness and thorough. 
ness with which the subjects were pre- 
sented. Miss Bessie Sargeant Smith, 
librarian of the Dubuque (Iowa) 
Public library, gave two spirited and” 
helpful talks on ‘‘Book Selection’’ and 
‘‘Publishers and Editions.’’ Mr. Hale 
Douglas, librarian of the Grinnelj 
(Iowa) College library spoke on “Buys 
ing out-of-the-way Books’’ The visit 
of members of the Commission to the 
school is always an enjoyable event 
the class. This year all of the come 
missioners were present except ong 
and spoke to the class. President 
MacLean gave a delightful lecture on 
the royal service of the librarian. 


A reception was given at the Sigma 
Chi in honor of the Commission; this 
gave the students and commissioners 
an opportunity to meet socially, and for 
both to become accquainted with the 
members of the university faculty and 
the local public library board. 


The following students were enrolled: 
Clara L. Abel, Decatur, Ill.; Mary N. 
Adams, Atlantic; Georgetta Bankson, 
Waterloo; Alice B. Clapp, Burlington; 
Annie L. Duble, Spencer; Luella L. 
Fuller, Marseilles, 11].; Pearl Hamilton, 
Marengo; M. Berdina Jay, Shenan- 


doah; Jennie Jones, Manchester; 
Elizabeth Lilly, Burlington; Frances 
Morton, Falls City, Neb.; Genevieve 
Murphy, Clinton; Grace E. Myers, 
Denison; Amy W. Noll, Grinnell; 
Calista S. Smith, St. Joseph, Mo; 
Eliza J. W. Tirrill, Manchester; Eliza- 
beth H. Whitney, Fairfield (Parsons 
College); Anna S. Yates, Tipton. 
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Iowa Summer Library School 
Notes. 


01. 
State College library, was married 


to Mr. Phillip E. Damon of St. 
Louis, June 16th. Mr. Damon is a 
constructing engineer, and they are 
residing, temporarily, at Peotone, Ill. 

01. Miss Clara E. Estabrook goes 
to California on a nine months’ leave 
of absence, and Miss Fanny Duren, 
Reviser, lowa Library School, 1904-5, 
will have charge of the Eldora library 
during her absence. - 

702. All who had the pleasure of 
knowing Mrs. Joanna Oliver Hol- 
brook were shocked to hear of her 
death in July. As Miss Oliver, she 
attended the summer session of 1902, 
and manifested an enthusiastic and 
earnest interest in the work, it being 
her intention at that time to become 
librarian of the library, which her 
father, Judge Oliver, had given to 
Onawa. After her marriage to Mr. 
Evans Holbrook her home was in Chi- 
cago. 

02. Miss Edith J. Smith is’ teach- 
ing at Highland Park, Ill., and utilizes 
her library training in the interests of 
the schvol in which she is employed, 
besides doing some cataloging out- 
side. 

02-3. Miss Ellen Stocker, of the 
P. M. Musser library, Muscatine, and 
1908-4, Miss Jennie FE. Roberts, 
recently of the State University of 
lowa library, Iowa City, are students 
in the Western Reserve University 
Library School at Cleveland, Ohio, 
this year. 

08. Miss Maud Chidester (Drexel 
Institute, Philadelphia, 1904), has 
been assistant in the circulating 





Miss Olive E. Stevens, Iowa 


department of the Evanston, Ill., Pub- 
lic Library since December, 1904. 

703. Miss Adah Hopkins retains 
her position as assistant in Iowa Col- 
lege library, having graduated from 
the college in June. 

703-4. Miss Eliza E. Townsend, 
Keokuk (Western Reserve Library 
School, 1905) has been appointed to a 
position in the Hatch library, Western 
Reserve University. 

703. Miss Eliza L. Johnson, lowa 
City, has been elected to a position in 
the State Historical Society library, 
Iowa City. 

703. Miss Hannah Logasa, Omaha, 
Neb., Public library, attended the 
summer session of 1905 at Chicago 
University. 

704. Miss Jessie E. McBride, Daven- 
port library, is attending Pratt In- 
stitute Library School this year. 

04. Miss Carolyn Gabrilsen, hav- 
ing graduated from the Iowa State 
College at Ames, retains her position 
as assistant in the college library. 


Miss Delia C. Sanford, head cata- 
loger at the State University of Iowa 
library, lowa City, and instructor in 
cataloging in the Iowa Library School 
in 1905, has accepted a position in the 
University library, Madison, Wis., 
where she will begin work.October 9th. 





The ‘‘Goop’’ verse by Miss Caroline 
M. Hewins has been printed on heavy 
green paper, 11x14 inches, by the 
Democrat Printing Company, Madison, 
Wis. This is in a form suitable for 
posting in children’s rooms or corners, 
and may be had postpaid at 15 cents 
each. 
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Library News of the State. 
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Cedar Rapids.—On June 23, 1905 the 
library building given to the city of 
Cedar Rapids by Mr. Andrew Carne- 
gie was dedicated. 


The exercises were held on the mai", 
floor of the library, the audience being | 


seated in the reading room and in the 
children’s room. 

The day was perfect and the’pres- 
ence of a large number of librarians 
from out of town, including the stu- 
dents attending the lowa Summer Li- 
brary School, added enthusiasm and 
interest to the occasion. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon a 
special program was given for the 
children. It was feared that in vaca- 
tion it would be difficult to get them 
together, but they came in throngs 
bringing their parents with them, and 
listened with breathless attention. 
The program consisted of songs by 
Mrs. Frances Koch Johnson, a brief 
talk on the library and its uses by Miss 
Tyler of the Iowa Library Commission 
and readings from Kipling, Browning, 
George McDonald and Sir Walter 
Scott by Miss Mary Sleight Everts of 
the Iowa State University. 

In the evening at eight o’clock the 
following program was given in the 
oe 

.....»Mrs. Frank Watsor 
Preseotation of the keys to the mayor by 
the architect Henry M. Josselyn 


Acceptance ‘and presentation to Library 
Board ............. Mayor C. D. Huston 
Dedicatory address 
Miss Alice S. Tyler, Secretary of Li- 
brary Commission. 
Address: Value of the Library to the City, 
Dr. E. R. Burkhalter 
Mrs. Frank Watson 


Mr. F. F. Dawley, vice-president of” 
the library board presided at both seg. 
sions, Mrs. C. D. Van Vechten, the” 
president, being present, but unable to | 
take any part because of ill health. ~ 

Among the gifts presented at the 
time of dedication were a large Ameri. 
can flag from the Ashley Chapter of” 
the Daughters of the Revolution, a 
natural history collection from Mr. W_ 
E. Dean, and fifty children’s books 
from Miss Ruth Taylor. : 

The building is Renaissance in style, 
and the lines are simple and dignified, 

On the main floor are the general 
reading room, children’s room, refer- 
ence study, librarian’s and catalogi 
rooms. The books are all shelved in 
wall cases in these rooms and in the 
book alcove, ultimately to be used ag 
a stack room. On the second floor are 
an auditorium, an art gallery, and two 
rooms to be used by the Board of Edu. 
cation and the Woman’s Club. 

The basement contains a document 
room, a work room, a rest room, @ 
janitor’s room and toilet rooms. 

The building cost $75,C00. 

The exterior is of mottled light buff 
brick of Norman size, from Colum 
bus, Ohio, with the basement, the wins 
dow trimming and cornice of Bedford 
stone. The interior is of concrete, 
with steel reinforcement for the floors, 
and brick, tile and metal partitions. 

The Linn County Historical Society, 
the Princeton Club and other related 
interests are to have rooms or collee 
tions in the new building, the Prince- 
ton Club having already begun a cok 
lection of books by Princeton men, & 
well as various photographs. and sou 
venirs. 

Council Bluffs.—-The new Carnegis 
building of the Council Bluffs publi¢ 
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library was dedicated with appropriate 

exercises at the New Theatre on Tues- 

day, September 12, 1905 at 2 P. m. 
The program of exercises was as 


follows: 


Music. 
Invocation ...........-++. -Rev. W. H. Starr 


Address, ‘‘Andrew Carnegie,’”’ 
Gen. Grenville M. Dodge 


Presentation of keys of new building to the 
BEM: occ pectcceweses Jess betes W. 3S. Baird 


Transfer of building to library trustees.... 
Mayor D. Macrae Jr. 


Acceptance on behalf of trustees, 
John M_ Galvin 


Music. 

A reception was held in the library 
building in the evening and large 
numbers of Council Bluffs’ citizens 
availed themselves of the opportunity 
to inspect the handsome new building. 

The building cost $70,000 and has 
been planned with adequate provision 
for the future growth of the institution. 

Clarinda —A Library Association was 
formed in Clarinda last winter to estab- 
lish a public library and since that time 
a large membership in the Association 
has been secured and a fund of about 
$1,500 subscribed for the purchase of 
books. It is hoped that the library 
will be open for the circulation of books 
this fall. 

College Springs —During the summer 
the library of Amity College was clas- 
sified and cataloged by Mrs. Ida Kidder 
of the University of Illinois Library 
School. Though not a large library it 
will be many times more useful since 
being organized. The librarian is Miss 
M. Bodwell. 

Corning —Mrs. Ida Kidder of the 
Illinois Library School spent three 
weeks in the public library at Corning 
the past summer preparing a shelf list 
which will be used as a subject cata- 
logue of the library. 





Dubuque.—The trustees of the Car 
negie-Stout Public library have just 
completed the placing of two tiers of 
steel stacks in the spacious well lighted 
book room of that library. Heretofore 
one tier of wooden stacks was used 
but an additional gift from Mr.Carnegie 
has made it possible to place these 
stacks. The second tier provides 
ample space for shelving the very val- 
uable library of government publica- 
tions which Senator W. B. Allison has 
recently given to the library, and which 
has been collected for his personal use 
during his long term of service in the 
United States Senate. 

Fairfield—Parsons’ College library 
is to have a library building costing 
$15,000.00, the gift of Mr. Carnegie. 
Plans are now being prepared. The 
librarian, Mrs. Elizabeth H. Whitney, 
attended the Summer School for Lib- 
rary Training at the State University 
the past summer. 

Guthrie Center—An offer has been 
received from Mr. Carnegie for the 
erection of a library building for Guth- 
rie Center, but no definite action has 
yet been taken regarding the accep- 
tance of the offer. 

Hampton —The dedicatory exercises 
of the Carnegie building of the free 
public library were held at the Olympic 
opera house at 8:00 p. m., October 6th. 

Senator Dolliver was to have made 
the dedicatory address, but was pre- 
vented by the death of a friend. The 
program as carried out was as fol- 
lows: 


UCU. oS ck cécevkasuas Rev. P. C. Nelson 
Music. 
History of the Library...... L.B. Raymond, 


President Board of Trustees. 
Presentation of the Building...B. H. Mallory 


Acceptance on Behalf of Citizens, 
Judge W. D. Evans 











Music. 
Congratulatory Address. ..Miss Alice S. Tyler, 

Secretary Library Commission. 

An informal reception was given at 
the library at close of program. 

In the afternoon most interesting ex- 
ercises were given by the children. 
They marched from the schools to the 
library building, where on the lawn in 
front of the building, they sang a dedi- 
catory ode and listened to a short ad- 
dress by Rev. James Thomson, pastor 
of the Congregational church. They 
then passed through the new building, 
accompanied by their teacher, and 
seemed pleased especially with the at- 
tractive children’s room. 

The building is commodious and at- 
tractive, costing $10,0-0.00, exclusive 
of the lot, furniture and fittings; about 
$5,000.00 additional having been ex- 
pended in completing all details of the 
building. Several vexatious delays oc- 
curred in completing the building, but 
general satisfaction was expressed over 
the consummation of the work. 


Iowa City._Miss Lorena N. Webber 
has been elected to the position of 
librarian of the Public library, Miss 
Adelaide Lloyd having resigned. 
Miss Webber received her training 
at the University of Illinois Library 
School and has served as librarian 
of Ames Public library and has been 
employed forthe past few months in 
the office of the lowa Library Com- 
mission. 

Marengo.—The Carnegie library 
building of the free public library was 
dedicated with appropriate ceremonies 
August 4th, the exercises being held in 
the Presbyterian church at 2 p. m., 
with the following program: 


Invocation..........+... Rev. Fred B. Tucker 
Muasic..ccccccccccrccccccccvees Male quartette 





Presentation of building to the city, 


tees. 
Acceptance of the building, 
Mayor A. M. Vette 
A Library Talk........ Miss Tyler, Secretary 
of Library Commission. 


Dedicatory Address........ Johnson Brigham, 
State Librarian. 





M. A. Raney, President Board of Trus- — 


: 


We ids canacedencs Mrs. R. G. Popham ~ 


An informal reception was held 
by the trustees at the library immedi- 
ately following the exercises, and ad- 4 
miration was freely expressed for the — 


attractive building. 
Heretofore Marengo has not had a 


free public library, hence a book fund 


was raised by the citizens for the pur- 


chase of books and the library wag 


opened with about 1,500 volumes. 


The building cost $10,000 finished 
and furnished and is convenient in its 


arrangement and tasteful in its fin- 


ishing. 
The librarian, Miss Pearl Hamilton, 
attended the summer library school at 


the State University. during the past 


summer. 


Mount Vernon. — The new public 
library building, the gift of Mr. An- 


drew Carnegie to Cornell College and 


the city of Mount Vernon, was dedi- 
cated September 13th. 

The dedicatory exercises were held 
in the college auditorium at 10 A. M., 
the address being delivered by Bishop 
Spellmeyer, of Cincinnati. Again in 


the afternoon at 3 o’clock the audi- 
torium was filled, and, after a solo by 


Professor Christy, of Clinton, and the 
report of the chairman of the building 
committee, Mr. E. B. Willix, the 
dedicatory address was delivered by 
Johnson Brigham, State Librarian. 

It was necessary to secure legislation 
providing for joint ownership and con- 








trol by the city and college, and 
hence the Thirtieth General Assembly 
amended the library law to make such 
control possible. Under this new law 


the city of Mount Vernon provides 
$500.00 for annual maintenance, the 
college providing the remainder. 


Parkersburg.—A library will soon be 
opened for public use in Parkersburg 
wnich is somewhat unique in its incep- 
tion and building. Some years ago 
Mr. C. C. Wolf, a banker of that city, 
made a proposal to the Methodist 
church that he would give for the 
erection of a new building $10,000, 
on condition that an equal amount 
was raised by the church, provided, 
the building should include rooms 
for a free public library, he fur- 


ther providing $2,000 for the purchase‘ 


of books. The conditions were met, 
the handsome church building having 
been dedicated last summer. The pro- 
vision of rooms for library purposes 
are ample and convenient, an attract- 
ive entrance being provided for the 
library, entirely distinct from the 
church entrance. It is the inten- 
tion of the citizens to organize a 
library association to provide for 
maintenance. The books have been 
purchased and the library will soon be 
open to the public. 


Shenandoah,—The Carnegie building 
for the free public library was dedi- 
cated August ist, the following pro- 
gram being given at McComb’s opera 
house at 8 p. m. 


Invocation Rev. W. J. Sparks 
Quartette 
Presentation of the Library to the city— 
C. N. Marvin 
Acceptance of the Library for the city— 
C. M. Conway, Mayor 


bar 
H. E. Wheeler, Superintendent of city 
schools. 


A. S. Lake, Representative of the 
citizens. 
Miss M. Berdena Jay, Librarian. 
Address— 
Miss Alice'S. Tyler, Secretary Library 
Commission. 
‘‘America’’ 
Dedicatory Address— 
Hon. Walter I. Smith, Member Con- 
gress Ninth Iowa District. 

This is a new library, there having, 
heretofore, been no free collection of 
books for public use in Shenandoah. 
A carefully selected list of about 1,000 
volumes were ready for circulation at 
the time of the opening of the building, 
the classifying, cataloging, etc., being 
done for the library by Miss Mabel C. 
Willard, formerly of the Wellesley Col- 
lege library, but at present residing in 
Shenandoah. — 

The gift of the building was secured 
from Mr. Carnegie by Mr. Thomas H. 
Read, and he served as President of 
the Board and Chairman of the Build- 
ing Committee through the trying pe- 
riod of library organization and build- 
ing. Miss Alice Priest served the 
board and the public in a most efficient 
manner as Secretary of the Board and 
member of the Book Committee during 
this same period, and it is greatly re- 
gretted that their term of service on 
the board has expired. 

The building cost $10,000 and is con- 
veniently arranged with the usual 
rooms for the activities of the library, 
and is tastefully finished and furnished. 

Miss’ M. Berdena Jay, formerly a 
teacher in Shenandoah, is serving-as 
librarian, having attended the Summer 
Library School at the State University 
last summer. 


Sioux City.—The Board of Trustees 
of the Public Library has requested 
the city council to grant the use of two 





additional rooms on second floor of the 
library building, that the reference 
room may be moved and space used 
for children’s room. 


Webster City—The Kendall Young 
Young Library building was dedicated 
September 20th, the exercises being 
held at 3:00 Pp. M. at the Congrega- 
tional church. The program was as 
follows: 


Ralph Gerber 
.Rev. L. N. Call 


Organ solo 
Invocation 
Music. 
Delivery of the Keys to the City, 
W. J. Zitterell, Contractor 
Transferring the Building to the Custody 
of the Trustees... .F. A. Edwards, Mayor 
Acceptance of the Trust By Trustees 
Address—‘‘A Modern Phase of Popular 
Education’”’ Miss Alice 5. Tyler, 
Secretary Library . Commission 
Vocal solo Miss Allene Young 
Dedicatory address.......Col. Chas. A Clark 
Music. ' 
Benediction 


lowa 


Rev. J. O. Thrush 


A reception was held in the library 
immediately following the exercises 
and also in the evening. 

The building and endowment for 
the library were provided for in the 
bequest of Kendall Young, whose 
death occurred in 1896, provision being 
made for the support of his widow dur- 
ing her lifetime; Mrs. Young gener- 
ously offered to turn over the surplus 
income to the immediate establish- 
ment and maintenance of the library, 
and it was opened in the former Young 
residence in 1898. Mrs. Young’s death 
occurred in 1903 and with the entire 
estate, thus left in the hands of the 
trustees for library purposes, plans 
began to be made for the erection of 
the building. 

The building cost $50,000 and is of 
fire proof construction, this being one 


of the stipulations in the bequest. The 
building is substantial and handsome ™ 
in exterior appearance, but the interior © 
finish and decoration is particularly” 
pleasing. : 

No pains were spared by the trustees _ 
to provide both convenience and” 
beauty. The pillars of Numidian 
marble add much to the richness and 
beauty of the delivery room, while the 
Italian marbles, art glass and subdued 
tints on the wall give an atmosphere 
of good taste and attractiveness to the 
entire building. . 

The usual rooms are included in 
the main floor plan, namely: general 
reading room, children’s room, libra- — 
rians and cataloger’s rooms, stack 
room, and in addition a beautiful art 
room for the growing and valuable art 
collection which was begun for the 
library by Mrs. Young. In this room- 
will also be kept the valuable ‘‘ Aldrich 
Collection’’ given to the library several 
years ago by Mr. Charles Aldrich, 
founder and curator of the Historical 
Department of lowa, consisting of 
works on natural history, orinthology, 
etc., many of them luxuriously bound, 

The five trustees named by Mr, 
Young in his will are: F. D. Young, 
Chairman, E. D. Burgess, J. W. 
Young, W. J. Covil and Samuel 
Baxter. Mr. Burgess is the librarian, — 
having served in that position since 
the inception of the library. 

Webster City occupies the unique 
position of having the only. endowed 
library in the state, no tax being re-_ 
quired from the city for maintenance. 
The income from the estate, valued at 
about $200,000, is used for the support 
of the library. Surely the memory 
of Kendall Young shall live in. the 
hearts of the people of Webster City. 
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Those who are interested in the use 
of the Traveling Library books, sent 
out by the Library Commission, may 
increase the value and service of these 
books in the community to which they 
are sent by arranging for book talks 
or lectures, to be given free. Such 
talks given by local ministers, teach- 
ers or others who have a wide knowl- 
_ edge of books, might be the means of 
stimulating a greater interest and use 
of the books. This was tried recently 
with good results at Ankeny where the 
Traveling Library isused, Mr Johnson 
Brigham, state librarian, giving a 
book talk. This is to be followed by 
others during the winter. 





* * # 


The Commission has recently added 
the following new juvenile libraries: 
JT, J8,J9. These\have been duplicated 
several times, and the selection for the 
libraries was made from the supple- 
mentary list of books 1902-1904 for 
the school districts, recommended by 
the Board of Educational Examiners. 


* * # 


One enterprising librarian of the 
Traveling Library is using the -long 
distance telephone for filling immedi- 
ate and urgent requests for books on 
special subjects. There being no pub- 
lic library in the town, the telephone 
request makes it possible to send books 
by return mail. 


* * * 


The constant circulation of books in 
N. Y. Point for blind readers shows 
the need there was for such a collec- 
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tion. The keen appreciation of read- 
ers is shown by the fact that borrowers 
often send in requests for a desired 
book several days in ‘advance of the 
return of the one they already have, 
so that no interval of time will elapse 
between the return and receipt of 
books. 
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Book Exchange. | 2 








PuBiic LIBRARY, Ames, Iowa. 
(Miss Kittie B. Freed, Librarian.) 


Appleton’s Cyclopeadia of American Biog- 
raphy, 6 volumes, bound in sheep. Will be 
sold for less than half the original price. 


PusBiic LIBRARY, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
(Mrs. Grace K. Haviland, Librarian.) 


The Marshalltown library has a num- 
ber of volumes of fiction for sale at less 
than half-price. These have been in their 
Duplicate Pay Collection and have been slight- 
ly used. Write to Mrs. Haviland for list and 
prices. 


Iowa LIBRARY Commission, Des Moines. 
(Alice S. Tyler, Secretary.) 


The following complete volumes of period - 
icals (unbound) are on hand in the periodical 
exchange and will be sent free; the recipient 
paying transportation. 

Century, Old series, Vols. 12, 16, 17, 18, 
21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 
47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57, 63, 64, 65. 

Harpers, Vols 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 
72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80 to90, 91, 92, 98, 
99, 104, 105, 107, 109. 

McClure, Vols. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 

Munsey, Vols. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31. 

North American Review, Vols. 150, 154, 
156, 157, 158, 159, 168. 

Outlook, Vols. 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78. 

Review of Reviews, Vols. 6 to 30 inclusive. 
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Libraries for Men. 
(Editorial inthe N. Y. Independent, June 15, 1905. ] 
Rapid as has been the development 
of public libraries in the United States, 
they are as a rule, of service to only a 
part of the community. They are use- 
ful to the women and children, but not 
so much to the men. Women have 
become our “‘leisure class’’ in the 
technical sense of the term by the 
transference of household industries 
to the factory, and it is very gratify- 
ing to see how generally they are 
spending the time thus gained in in- 
tellectual effort. Children are trained 
in the public schools to use the library, 
and they read its books with the 
greatest avidity, and considerable dis- 
crimination. But the number of men 
who take books out of the town library 
or go to it for reference is very small. 
There are two reasons for this: First, 
the men have come to think that there 
is nothing in the library for them, and, 
second, they are usually right in think- 
ing so. Women use books as play- 
things; men as tools. When a woman 
reads a serious book it is usually to 
improve her mind; a man generally 
thinks that there are many things 
which need improving more than his 
mind, and reads to find out how to do 
it. Bacon, whose tabloid wisdom is 
popular because it is so convenient to 
carry in the vest pocket of one’s 
memory, says: ‘‘Studies serve for 
delight, for ornament and for ability.’’ 
Of these motives the first and the 
second are more apt to be dominant 
with women and the third with men. 
That is why the studious man looks 
into more books and reads fewer than 
the studious woman. For information 
in itself, apart from any apparent use, 
man has little liking. He may not be 
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more practical, but he is more objectiyg 
than woman. 4 

Consequently a reference library 
rather than a reading library is best. 
suited to masculine minds—a librs 
primarily composed of books whic 
nobody wants on his own shelves, b 
which anybody is liable to need son 
time. The freée library is not for 
purpose of furnishing a constant supph 
of Marie Corelli to lounging wom 
and Wild West stories to idle boys, 
Belles-lettres, which form the main 
part of some libraries, might be dig. 
pensed with if necessary. Editions of 
the standard authors, novelists, : 
essayists, and historianscan be bog 
so cheap that most people can and do 
supply themselves with such of them 
as they read without recourse to the 
public library, which, therefore, should 
give its first attention to acquiring a 
store of information, both scholarly 
and practical, as is most needed by the 
people of its locality. 

It is natural that the librarian should 
be most influenced by those who make 
most demands upon him and sh 
fail to realize the extent and importante 
of the field he does not cover. Hig 
failure to satisfy a dozen calls for 
Howells’ latest novel from as many 
active and influential women is likely 
to impress him more than the unusual 
request of a carpenter for a book on 
stair building. He would be ashamed 
not to know the name of Howells’ 
latest, but he did not know there were 
books on stair building. The re 
predominance of women in lib 
work and management has tended t 
increase the feminization of the publi¢ 
libraries. A woman can no more seled 
books for a man than she can cigarsor 
neckties. Women as a rule are good 
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librarians; they are excellent cata- 
loguers, they keep things neat and 
maintain order, and they take a per- 
sonal interest in suiting the book to the 
reader; but they are somewhat ovt of 
touch with the life and work of the 
community in which they live. 

Where a man is chosen as librarian 
in a small town he is not likely to be 
much better than a woman in this re- 
spect, because his acceptance of such a 
low salaried position indicates that he 
loves books more than their purposes. 

If a plumber, fresh from his inter- 
rupted job, runs into one of our Car- 
negies, sets his soldering furnace on 
the tesselated pavement, and, resting 
his grimy hands on the onyx paneled 
counter, asks, ‘‘How can I solder an 
aluminum ring on a brass tube?’’ 
the lady-like attendant is apt to give 
him a glance of reproof for disturbing 
the holy calm with the earnest voice of 
a man who really wants something, 
and then, in her level tone, she tells 
him to ‘‘Consult the card index on the 
right.”’. If, however, she is unusually 
kind-hearted and well-informed she 
hunts up and dusts off the first volume 
of Ure’s Dictionary of the Arts and 
hands it to him with great confidence, 
regardless of the fact that it was pub- 
lished twenty years before aluminum 
came into use. If you want a report 
on the cotton crop, brick-making, or 
cooking of meat, or the infra-red 
spectrum, or Indian blankets, or any 
other public documents, you will save 
time by writing directly to Washington 
for it. Of course, a copy is in the 
town library a few blocks away, but 
the librarian does not know it. Pro- 
bably it is in one of those blue and gray 
striped bags that crowd the basement 
room. 


At present the town library is to be 
classed, rather with municipal amuse- 
ments, like the band playing in the 
park on summer evenings and the fire- 
works on the Fourth, than with public 
utilities. It is chiefly used to supply 
a kind of wholesome, elevating in- 
tellectual recreation and divertisement, 
a perfectly legitimate function, but it 
could also be made a public servant 
for all the people in their daily work. 
When the farmer drops in to see what 
is the red bug that is eating his box 
elder trees and what to do for it, or, 
rather, against; when the editor tele- 
phones over for a map of Port Arthur 
for the afternoon edition; when the 
orator for ‘‘Pioneer Day’’ finds there 
anecdotes of the early history of the 
town ; when the boy who wants to study 
electrical engineering in his odd hours 
does not have to send $25.00 to a cor- 
respondence school for books the 
library ought to supply; when the vil- 
lage inventor can learn how many times 
before his non-refillable bottle has 
been patented; when the grocer’s clerk 
comes over to see what brands of bak- 
ing powder contain alum; when the 
mechanic can find out what horsepower 
he can get from a windmill above his 
shop; when the political junta adjourns 
from the drug store to the library to 
see how much McKinley ran ahead 
of his ticket in 1896 in the fifth con- 
gressional district; when the young 
married couple look over the colored 
plates of a volume on the house fur- 
nishings a /’ art nouveau; when the labor 
leader comes in to look up English 
laws on the financial Aimy = gps of 
trades unions; when the Mayor sends 
in for all the bodks on the municipal 
ownership of electric light plants; 
when the clerk of the district court dis- 
covers in the files of the local paper 
an advertisement of a dissolution of 
partnership ten years ago, then we can 
be sure that Andrew Carnegie has not 
wasted his money. 





* Predominance of Fiction in Pub- 
lic Libraries. 


FROM LIBRARY JOURNAL, AUGUST, 1905. 

Prophetic perhaps of a better day 
for the librarian’s professions is the 
editorial from the Independent of June 
15th, reprinted in the July number of 
the Library Journal. Certainly no 
more forceful utterance on questions 
of interest to the library world has 
recently been made than this under 
the caption ‘‘Libraries for men.’’ To 
emphasize the effect intended, the 
author is at times unfair to women, 
particularly in the generalization, 
‘twomen use books as playthings; men 
as tools.’’ To leave this sweeping as- 
sertion unqualified is obviously unjust, 
since the first part does not apply to 
all women, but is applicable to many 
men, and since the latter clause 
applies to many women as well as men. 
The whole sentence serves to impress 
the reader once again with the danger 
of facile generalization. * ~* 
The public library occupies too much 
of a dilettante place in our social and 
economic system to be regarded with 
proper seriousness. To the average 
man it furnishes diversion for his wife 
or his children, but it is not for him. 
And because the American citizen 
finds it lacking in general utility, and 
because the public library is not a 
necessity to all the reading public, it 
has not yet won for itself the respect 
and dignity associated with the college. 

Can it be that librarians do not take 
their own vocation seriously ? Much 
is said at library meetings about the 
missionary spirit that should charac- 
terize the true librarian. But does 
this missionary spirit manifest itself 
aright when it takes the direction of 
an ambition to hand across the desk 
as many volumes as possible on a 
given day, regardless of their nature ? 


Will the librarian forever be content - 


to think in quantity, rather than in 
quality ? The librarian is not fulfill- 
ing his whole duty unless he endeavors 
‘to educate the young people, with 
whom he comes in contact, to the 
point w. where they realize that the de- 


© Extract from comment on ‘‘The Independent’s” 
article. 





sire to read the six best-selling nove 
is at best a low ideal. When a ch 
learns to recognize through the lib 
rian’s influence that in most instane¢ 
it is a waste of time to read a no 
simply to see how it is going to en 
the father of that child who has lo 
ago learned that fact from experien 
feels a debt of gratitude to the lib 
rian. The librarian who habitus 
performs such service will be ass 
ciated in dignity with the college p 
fessor. 

It is in this respect that many lib . 
ries are suffering from feminizatio 
The tendency to read what ‘‘every. 
body else’’ is reading is an imp 
essentially feminine, due in le 
measure to the domination of fashion 
and reinforced in America by 
‘mob spirit,’’ to borrow an apt phraj 
from Mr. Henry Dwight Sedgwick | 
the Atlantic monthly for July. Wh 
it is not contended (as PS ee h 
Independent would have us belie 
that all men realize the econor 
waste in misspent time on the part 
those who are accustomed to deve 
the latest fiction, it is asserted 
confidence that, as a class, men 
ize this loss much earlier in 
career than do women. In 
some women never awake to a reali: 
tion of this fact. Were it not for ft ' 
inherent craving of woman’s nat 
for romance, which today, alas, # 
synonymous with fiction, the wom 
magazines with their serial 
either could not exist or would 
dergo a radical alteration, and - 
tons of fiction that pour trom fl 
presses each month would fall asa 
drug on the market. * * * » 

The contention of the writer is 
that a library should buy no fiction 
all, but that it should assign to fiet 
its proper place in the total collect 
When the people of a community 
derstand that their librarian, like th 
minister, their doctor, their lawyer,t 
college professor, lays little stress @ 
reading the latest fiction; but does 
much stress on keeping abreast of 
world’s progress in all useful arts 
sciences, a new dignity will grace 
librarian’s profession. 
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